A Brief History of the Kingdom of Heaven in the Earth

WEEK FIVE : THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS ESTABLISHED

During the rise of the most powerful Kingdom in history, the seed of the eternal Kingdom is planted.

1: THE ROMAN WORLD OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

How God used Rome to pave the way for His coming Kingdom

Assyrian and Babylonian Empires (824-550BC)
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Lessons from the “Age of Empires”

»God's infention is not fo have a natural
kingdom in the earth from which to rule
over other nations.

»\Whenever power is consolidated, it
hungers for more — like to original
usurper.

»Kings of men, though meant to be
instruments of God'’s protection against
evil, inevitably usurp God'’s direct rule.

God’s people in the age of Messiah

» As Daniel’s “70 weeks” come to a
close, God's people adopted a worldly
view of Messiah:

»“‘Son of David” — (Psalm 2) a conqueror
to usher in a natural Kingdom greater
than those which came before:

»| have installed My King Upon Zion, My
holy mountain.

»[Failed to see the rest of Prophecy: His
Kingdom is not of this world!

The Divided Empire of Alexander (330BC)




The growth of Rome

= As A republic,
(5609-27BC) Rome
conquered most of
the West.

» Julius Caesar — first
emperor, chosen by
Senatel

»Became the
strongest empire to ;,
rule over the nations g | = =< |
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Rome in the 1c. AD

»Population — over 1 million

» Stunning Architectural
achievements: Palatine Hill,
ircus Maximus, Forum,
queducts, Coliseum

Same problems of modern
cities (noise, filth, no middle
class)

The world under 1c. Roman Rule:
»[Est. population: 60-70 million

»|nfant mortality rate: 50% // Life expect
25 yrs/ 58 years

» 30-40% in Italy were slaves (10-15%) in
rest of empire)

»30% dependent on poverty programs,
30% poor but living off land (decreased
as wealthy “bought” swaths of land)

» | 0% wealthy (mainly officials and
merchants)
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Rome “paves the way” for the church:

»Connected Eastern and Western
Civilization

»Europe and Asia untamed and unsafe
for fravel until Rome

»P|aces of Roman dominance became
places of quickest church plantfing

»“All roads lead to Rome” (250,000 miles
of them - 50,000+ stone paved])

» Built from 300BC on

» 29 Great Military
Highways, 372 “Great
Roads”

-/Pa’rrolled by troops,

Way Stations built
along routes

»Faocilitated trade,
invasions, safe fravel
for officials, ...and
future apostles!

Rome...and the eternal
Kingdom

» At its peak: 10 provinces,
later divided in two (395AD)

»Rome's downfall was its
ality and selfish rulers.

wRev 14:8 "Fallen, fallen is
Babylon the great, she who
has made all the nations
drink of the wine of the
passion of her immorality.*

aniel 2:42-43




The fall of Rome: The Prince of Peace

confronts the “legs of iron.”

= Nqations which spread by force can

never capture the hearts of the
conquered.

»Began with the establishing of the

Kingdom of Heaven in 30AD.
»Took three centuries of preaching in

the midst of intermittent persecutions.

» \Without lifting a sword, we conquered
Rome, by converting the hearts of men!

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS ESTABLISHED (30-33ad)

Jesus Inaugurates a Kingdom which will never end

The Kingdom God has in mind...

...as |l live, all the earth shall be filled with

the glory of the LORD (Num 14:21)
For the earth will be filled With the

knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the

waters cover the sea. (Hab 2:14)
All the ends of the world Shall remember

and turn to the LORD, And all the families

of the nations Shall worship before You.
For the kingdom is the Lord's, And He rules

over the nations. (Psalm 22:27-28)

Jesus came to inaugurate the Kingdom
From that time Jesus began fo preach

and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of

heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17)
» Jesus preached this first to the Jews —

they had the rights of the firstborn

=By announcing a Kingdom, Jesus made
His purpose and vision clear: The sons of

God will be restored to their rightful
place as freeborn citizens of heaven,

having dominion over the earth..




The nature of Jesus’ Kingdom

...My kingdom is not of this world...as it is,
My kingdom is not of this realm.”Jn 18:36

®»of this realm = originating in this realm

»The Kingdom comes from heaven to

the earth — it does not find its origin in
any kingdoms of men.

» Jesus' Kingdom will not be established

by any of the methods used to build
other kingdoms

The nature of the Kingdom

The Kingdom of Heaven is like...a
mustard seed...a bit of leaven (Matt 13)

»Fverything in God begins small — it

draws no attention to the earthly -
minded person:

»'The kingdom of God is not coming

with signs to be observed...[it is]within
you." Luke 17:20-21

»The Kingdom of Heaven is the world’s

oldest grassroots organization!

The Kingdom of The incredible growth of the Kingdom:
heaven is...like leaven

=1 Christ 2> 120
disciples (.00002% of
the population of
Roman empire)

»Book of Acts: 3000
- 5000 - multitudes

»By end of apostolic
era, (7OAD)churches
on 3 confinents, g e e
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What is the church?

Government Religion Family
Education Business
Arts & Entertainment

Q: Under which category does the
church belong?

The Kingdom and the Church
Matthew 16:13-19

Upon This Rock = an enduring
foundation of Revealed Truth

Flesh & Blood did not reveal this to you...

I - Jesus is personally overseeing this
project, and it is guaranteed to be
completed

Will - by HIS will and for His purposes

The Kingdom IS the Church
Build : A Process which takes time

having been built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
Himself being the corner stone, Eph 2:20

»The foundation is the manifestation of
Christ in the midst (Matt 18:20)

»Built by apostles, prophets

» N Moving away from the simple biblical
pattern has always lead to disaster.




“MY Church”

»the exclusive (purchased) property of
Jesus, who retains His headship over it

w» Fkklesia = The “Called Out”

»Greek term of governing = a local
legislative body — local authority

»Called to discern, then take action in their
place of influence.

»Church is made to be locally governed by
elders: When they had appointed elders
for them in every church, Acts 14:23

Church Authority is always spiritual

» Spiritual Authority is prevailing in the
hearts and minds of a people This
cannot ever be done by force!

="/ will give you the keys ...whatever you

~ bind on earth shall have been bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth ...in heaven.” (Matt 16:19)

Terms of spiritual authority:

»“Bind"” = “forbid”

»“loose” = "permit”

The word Jesus did NOT use:
“sunagoge’” = a religious gathering place
»“Church” — circe = a building

» \When the church is redefined into this,
- our expression is limited to worship. We
have been called to more:

»The Gates of Hell = Defensive posture

» Gates = places of authority, influence
and decision-making

»Shall not prevail!




The truth: we are winning!!!

Pre 20th Century = today

Life expectancy: 30 =271

Infant Mortality: 1/5-> 1/20

Chronic Undernourishment: 37% > 17%

Suffrage: 0 nations 2> 44% (+18% partial)

Slavery — abolished worldwide —
estimated 58million illegal slaves

The Kingdom in the First Century

The seed is planted in 3 continents, and infects a corrupt empire

Persecution marks the 15t century

First from the Jews (AD 33-70)

» " Jews” = Unbelieving Jews (the church
was mainly Hebrew in the 1cl!

®» Persecution from council first — all

apostles beaten and threatened (Acts
5)- then major one under Saul.

»Paul — sent to Gentiles, but chiefly

persecuted by Jews of the diaspora
»Five times | received from the Jews

thirty-nine lashes. (2 Cor 11:24)

Persecution ALWAYS grows the church

Saul’s persecution:
» S0 then those who were scattered

because of the persecution...made
their way to...Antioch, Acts 11:19

®» Antioch — became Saul/ Paul’'s home

church - launched him into the most
fruitful apostolic ministry of the 1cl

»| ke the Hebrews in Egypt, we thrive

even betfter when the enemy seeks to
devour. (Rev 12:1-12)
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PAUL’S MISSIONARY
JOURNEYS

| Porcius Fetus sends Paul 0 |

e City Rome to appeal to Caesar [~

Syrtis
<€— Paul’s first Major §
missionary journey CYRENAICA

<« Paul’s second Alexandria
missionary journey

Persecution marks the 15t century

Local Persecutions (AD 33-70)

» Arrests by Romans 2Co 11:25 Three

fimes | was beaten with rods
»The success of alocal church is

“indicated by increased opposition from

ruling principalities (Ephesus).
Blessed are you when people insulf you

and persecute you, and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of Me.

Matthew 5:11

Roman propaganda against the church:

“They are...”

» Atheists (no idols)
»Subversive (will only acknowledge

~Jesus as “Lord”)

» Cannibals (they eat their savior)

»Sexually deviant (love feasts)

»Planning a revolt (preach a coming
Kingdom

» Arsonists (say the world will end in fire)



The Fire of Rome (AD 64) - results in first
empire sanctioned persecution

= Nero successfully blamed it on Christians

»Responsible for the deaths of Peter & Paul
plus tens of thousands of Christians

= First to make sport of Christian Martyrs:

Impalement, Fed to the Wild Beasts, Burned
Alive (used to light his gardens), cut in half,
Decapitated, and Crucified

= Millions were martyred within the first
century: (skeletal remains of 350,000 in one
Roman catacomb crypt)

WHAT HAPPENED T0 THE APOSTLES
AND WHERE ARE THEIR REMAINS TODAY?

s1.JAMES THE GREATER

DEATH EA -

Stabbed with a sword Stoned to death Filled with arrows Crucified by soMiers Beheaded in Rome Crucified upside down
REMAINS EMAIN REMAINS S

St. James Church Holy Apastles Basilica St. Peter's Basilica Holy Apcstes Basilica Basilica of St. Thomas St. Pauls Church St. Peter's Basilica
Compostela, Spain Rome, Italy Rome, ftaly Rome, Htaly the Apastie, Ortona, Italy Rome, Htaly Rome, Italy
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s1. JOHN 5. MATTHEW JUFA N?l[\T s1.SIMON

DEATH DEATH 2 DEATH

Died a natural death Stabbed with a sword DEA Crucified Flayed and beheaded Crucified on X shaped cross ~ Crucified in Judea
REMAINS REMAINS ggt"r‘;“fndg i REMAINS

Basilica of St. John Cathedral of Salemo Y Altar of the Crucifidon St. Bartholomew Church Cathedral of Amalfi St. Matthias' Abbey
Ephesus, Turkey Salemno, Italy Vatican City Rome, Htaly Amalfi, italy Trier, Germany

A tumultuous century: The Chosen People
lose their land once again

6 - 70AD Israel under Roman

Procurators (such as Pilate, Festus, Felix)
» Constant tension. Emperors growing

weary of Judea & its fwo religions:

Caligula (37-41AD) —insisted on a statue

in the Temple

Claudius (41-54AD) EXILED Jews from
Rome: severe famine during his reign




A tumultuous century: The Chosen People
lose their land once again

/ 6 - 70AD Israel under Roman Procurators
(such as Pilate, Festus, Felix)

»Constant fension. Emperors growing weary
_ of Judea & ifs two religions:

Caligula (37-41AD) - insisted on a statue in
the Temple

Claudius (41-54AD) EXILED Jews from Rome:
severe famine during his reign

Nero (54-68AD) open persecution of
\ Christians - sfill known as a Jewish sect

Vespasian (69-79) War w/ Israel - 70
destroyed temple, dismantled all gov't.

70 AD = 40 years after Jesus’
resurrection. One Generation, as He
prophesied in Matt 24 and Luke 21!

Luke 21:20 "But when you see

Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then
recognize that her desolation is near.”

Believers fled before the worst of the
war came based on this prophecy

Jesus weeping over Jerusalem:

»| uke 19:42-44 .. .because you did not
recognize the time of your visitation."

» Vsitation = “Inspection” — when the

Lord comes to correct His people,
- offering a door of repentance.

»He speaks the same way to the New
Covenant Church (Rev 1-3)

you have left your first love...you tolerate

the woman Jezebel...you have a name

that you are alive, but you are dead...
you are neither cold nor hot...




Lessons from Israel for us:

»God’s plan is never totally dependent
on any one nation, generation, or
group, yet the responsibility falls on us

) for our generation

»\When we fail, He will always find a
“remnant” from the failed group, and
continue with His plan.

»The old “chosen ones” are often the
greatest enemy of the new, if we forget
whose Kingdom this is!




